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The Mars 2020 Perseverance rover, NASA’s newest flagship mission to Mars, has been exploring
the surface of Mars since it landed in February 2021. Perseverance is seeking signs of ancient life
and is collecting Martian rock and soil samples for possible return to Earth by a future mission.
Upon completing a ~90-day commissioning phase, which included the first successful powered
flight on another planet by the Ingenuity helicopter, Perseverance embarked on an exploration
and sampling campaign of the rocks and outcrops comprising the presentday floor of Jezero
crater. This presentation by Dr. Morgan, the Mars 2020 Deputy Project Scientist, summarizes
science mission results from Perseverance’s first year on Mars, including the collection of the
missions’ first samples, and discusses what’s next for the Perseverance rover.
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